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B y S h a n e  K err / N ews reporter
A record num ber of students w ill cross the stage 
at this year's 11 a.m. M ay 9 graduation at Milam  
Stadium, but not because enrollm ent is soaring.
Instead, it is tire first sign  of the adm inistrative 
decision to let Decem ber graduates decide in which  
M ay cerem o n y — b efore or after c la ssw o rk  is 
com plete— they want to participate.
A dm issions director and registrar Bob Klaassen 
sa id  a b o u t h a lf  the re g io n a l c o l le g e s  h a v e  
im plem ented the early cerem ony plan. The needs of 
the students are the top of Southwestern's interest, 
Klassen said.
"The reason  for the ch a n g e  w a s for the 
convenience for all students," he said.
Dr. Paulette W oods, vice president for student 
services, agreed student interest is the main reason for 
this policy change. Both tine needs of tine students and 
the faculty are being met with the early walk, she said.
"It is a w in -w in  situation, a real positive m ove for 
everyone, no burden or additional expense to 
anyone," W oods said.
Currently, 110 December 1998 graduates have 
filed applications to graduate this May. However, 
neither these students nor summer graduates will 
leave with their diplomas in hand after the ceremony. 
Degrees will be given after all coursework is complete.
Because m any students leave after com pleting  
their degrees in the fall and do not w ish to return to 
w alk  d u r in g  sp rin g  cerem o n ies , the S tu dent 
G overnm ent A ssociation chief-of-staff Adam Carr 
said Oklahoma SGA will present a resolution in 
M ay to th e O k la h o m a  Board o f R egen ts  
recom m ending December graduation cerem onies 
at all regional universities.
Heather Largent, senior elem entary education  
major, is one student w ho plans to graduate in May 
but will have to return to class in the fall.
"I don't know where I will be next May," Largent 
said. I w ould  rather walk in December, but the
university doesn't offer a cerem ony at that time."
Joyce Teghtmeyer, clerk in the registrar's office, 
said  the original grad u ating  group  co n sist of 
approxim ately 200 students from fall 1997, 430 
students from spring 1998 and 110 students from 
sum m er 1998.
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The Last Word
By Kim  LoVecchio
LoVecchio ponders college career, b ids farew ell to  friends
Wow! In one w eek and  three days I will be donn ing  a black 
gow n w ith  an ever-so-stylish hat, s tand ing  for three hours in 
100-degree hea t and  try ing  to w alk gracefully across a stage 
to receive that m uch-anticipated  diplom a.
For the past m onth , I've been anxiously aw aiting that day 
and  th inking of all the perks that w ill finally come w ith a 
degree from  Southw estern.
No m ore park ing  tickets, no  m ore attendance policy, no 
m ore tests, no  m ore deadlines for this n e w sp a p e r .. . the list 
is endless. I've caught a case of senioritis and  am  convinced 
that no th ing  will be better than getting out of school forever.
But while I watched Am ber pack her stuff to move to Enid for 
a position at the Enid News and Eagle, I began to realize a big 
part of my life will be gone forever.
Never again will Amber, Tippi and I get crazy in the J-Lab. 
Never will the three of us gossip, eat lunch at City Diner when 
we should be editing the paper and never will we w hine to Ms.
H ow ard about w hat to do w ith  our sections of the paper.
This m ade m e realize that there are several people w ho 
have been a big p art of m y success at Southw estern  and  to 
them  I w ould  like to say thanks.
A m ber and  Tippi: You girls are the bom b. I co u ld n 't have 
asked for better co-editors. You both  are extrem ely  talented 
and  I expect to see you both go far in life. M ay all your 
dream s come true.
Of course, M om and Dad: Tuition bills, activity fees, 
sk ip p in g  class, d ro p p in g  classes, w h in in g , cry ing  and 
crankiness. Y ou've p u t up  w ith  it all and  I thank  you. If it 
w asn 't for your tolerance, and  belief in me, I w ouldn 't be 
walking across that stage. And you too, Jamie. You kept me 
young and cool.
Kristy (sister): We finally m ade it. First we graduate together; 
should we shoot for the double w edding cerem ony too?
Derek: Thank you for not blowing up the J-Lab, and thank 
you for being so supportive and wonderful.
Ms. Howard: You once told m e that you adm ired m e because 
I w asn 't afraid of anything. In reality you taught m e how to be 
that strong.
Good luck to the rest and  thanks for the time.
o ff th e  m ark b y  M a rk  Parisi
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W hen I first learned  the journalism  lab w as m oving to 
C am pbell last fall, I w as no t overjoyed, to say the least. After 
all, the O ld Science basem ent w as o u r hom e. It w asn 't just 
w here we p u t together the paper; it was w here we laughed, 
gossiped, ate....bonded. M oving into a new  room  w ould  be 
like sp end ing  the n igh t in a m otel— it's com fortable b u t not 
your own.
It w asn 't the first tim e I 'd  been w rong. The m inute I began 
to unpack  m y boxes I looked up  and saw  all m y favorite
things abou t w ork ing  on this new spaper.
M y co -w o rk ers/frien d s had  m oved w ith  me. Four walls 
and som e M acs d id n 't  m ake the J-Lab; they did.
To o u r staff: Thank you for w orking so hard  this year even 
w'hen I w as cranky and  w anted  to blam e anyone b u t myself. 
Your efforts paid  off. We d id  well.
A nd Ms. H ow ard: You cleaned up  sooo m any of my 
m istakes—som e w ere on paper, m ost w ere decisions I've 
m ade in real life. T hank you for the n ights you stayed late 
w ith us and  for dedicating  your Sundays w hen you should 
have been traveling to see your grandchildren . You gave us 
m ore than  w as required . I hope you can say the sam e of us.
The know ledge I've gained at Southw estern  has prepared  
m e for the w orld  of publication. My family, how ever, has had 
m ore to do  w ith  m y success than a degree ever could. They 
gave m e the m eans to accom plish all I have. They 've listened 
to m e com plain abou t w riters, read m y articles and  been the 
bu tt of colum ns I've found hum orous—and they did  not. 
Still, they su p p o rted  me.
Scott, thank you for understanding why this publication had 
tocom e first. We will reap the benefits of it later. See you in Enid.
Karlie (sister), you 're going to love it at Southwestern. I know 
you're ready to do  great things. Be sure to go see Mom and Dad 
every so often. Remember, I can meet you dow n 1-40 anytime. 
I am  very proud of you.
M om and  Dad, I know  you 've  sacrificed your ow n needs 
so I could have w hatever I w anted. Thank you for pu tting  me 
above yourselves so I could continue my education. You 
fulfilled m y every need and w ant as a child. I hope I can do 
the sam e for your grandchildren.
To the readers of T he Southw estern : If you've gotten this far, 
you're one of the dedicated. Thank you for tuning in week after 
week. I've tried to entertain and inspire—often with no success. 
Usually, I just end up writing w hat's on my mind in hopes you 
can relate. After all, we all have people— parents, friends, 
faculty—who we appreciate. Maybe you'll thank them today.
This colum n has been my therapy. It's kept me sane. 
Thank you for listening.
FROM THE MAILBOX
There was student interest in Parker Hall 
apartment-style dorms, former resident says
In  th e  A p ril 22 is su e  of The Southwestern, 
s tu d en ts  w ere  in fo rm ed  th a t 282 p eo p le  re sp o n d ed  
to a su rv ey  co n cern in g  P ark e r H all. T hey  ad d e d  
the ad m in is tra tio n  d id  n o t w a n t to rem o d e l P ark er 
in to  ap a rtm en t-s ty le  h o u sin g  because  of cost. I see 
a few d iscrep an cies  in the reason ing .
First, P arker H all h ad  a ro s te r of 125 to 130 
s tu d en ts  in occupancy  w h en  it w as closed. It is 
u n d e rs ta n d ab le  you w o u ld  close the d o rm ito ry  if it 
w as o p era tin g  in the red . I am  n o t w ritin g  th is le tte r 
to p a rad e  the " re -o p en in g "  of P arker. I am  sim ply  
w o n d e rin g  w h y  s tu d e n ts  are being  told that there is 
no interest in the idea.
Two h u n d red  and  eigh t-tw o s tu d en ts  replied  to 
the surveys. That is m ore than all the stu d en ts  that 
have occupied Parker Hall since I've been here. 
W hether the stu d en ts  actually  show ed in terest in 
apartm ent-sty le living is irrelevant.
If P arker H all n eed s to stay  closed  to save the 
school from  a m oney  trap , th a t 's  fine an d  m akes 
com plete  sense. P lease d o n 't  b ru sh  the in te re st of 
the s tu d en ts  to re -open  it u n d e r  the carpet.
Jason Zaragoza, communication arts major
Donations sought for living memorial fund 
for the late Stephen Welch, music major
S o u th w este rn  su ffe red  a g rea t loss on A pril 5 
w ith  the d ea th  of S tephen  P h illip  W elch. S tephen  
w as a freshm en instum en  tal m usic edu catio n  m ajor. 
H is p rim ary  in s tru m en t w as alto  saxophone . He 
w as active in the B aptist S tu d en t U nion  and  a 
p e r fo rm e r  in m a n y  e n s e m b le s  in  th e  m u s ic  
d ep a rtm en t. In the fall 1997 sem ester, he w as a 
m em b er of the  b an d , jazz en se m b le  "B" an d  
w o o d w in d  ensem ble.
S tephen  Phillip  W elch w as laid  to rest A pril 8 at 
the Rock C reek  C em etery . M em orial serv ices w ere 
held  at the C en tra l H igh  School g ym nasium .
A "liv ing  m em oria l"  for S tephen  has begun . The 
m em orial w ill consist of a re d b u d  tree, com plete  
w ith  a m em orial p laque , sim ilar to one o u ts id e  the 
HPER bu ild ing .
The m em o ria l w ill be co m p le ted  so le ly  on 
d o n a t io n  fro m  th o s e  in te r e s te d  in  k e e p in g  
S tep h en 's  m em ory  alive.
If som eone is interested in donating , contact Dr. 
James South at 774-3713, Kim berly Bell at 772-2099 
or A aron Burr at 774-7989.
Aaron Burr, instrumental music education senior
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Nationals end successful season for speech/debate team
By Ja s o n  H o u g h /N e ws R eporter
It w as  a y ea r of f irs ts  an d  seco n d s  fo r the  sp eech  an d  
d e b a te  team .
In February, the team dethroned the University of Oklahoma 
of the state championship. It was the first time OU had  lost.
In M arch, the team  cap tu red  the national Lincoln-Douglas 
debate cham pionship  for the second year in a row.
L ast w eek  th e  team  b o a s te d  its m o st im p re ss iv e  
accom plishm en t at the N a tio n al Forensics A ssociation 
Cham pionship Tournam ent in Macomb, 111. For the first time in 
history, the team advanced a student into the quarter-finals. 
M embers also captured a fifth-place team award. More than 95
schools and 500 students were present for the five-day event.
The S o u th w este rn  team  co n s is ted  of ju n io rs  Sasha 
B lak e ly , D a n ie lle  F e lts , R h o n d a  C o m b s  a n d  Jase  
H u m p h rey , an d  sen io rs S unny  C raig  an d  Jason H ough .
T eam  coach  Jeff G e n try  ca lle d  it a f i t t in g  e n d  to  a 
g re a t seaso n .
"This was just the icing on the cake," Gentry said. "They worked 
hard all year and their success at this tournament proves it."
C om bs m ade the q u arte r-f in a ls  in p ro se  in te rp re ta tio n . 
H er selection  p o rtra y ed  a b a tte red  w o m an  w h o  is freed  
from  an  abusive  m arriage.
"I co u ldn 't believe it w hen I heard  I m ade quarter-finals," 
Com bs said. "I kep t asking m y team m ates 'a re  you  sure? '."
The team  aw ard  re su lted  from  its overa ll score in  p rose , 
p o e try , d ra m a tic  d u e t ,  p e r s u a s iv e ,  im p ro m p tu  an d  
ex tem p o ran eo u s speak ing .
Felts b e liev es  m an y  tak e  fo r g ra n te d  th e  e ffo r t the 
team  p u ts  in to  co m p e titio n .
"People do not understand how m uch preparation is involved," 
Felts said. "We worked very hard all year to get to this point."
T he sp eech  a n d  d e b a te  team  f in ish e d  th e  se a so n  w ith  
a to ta l of 113 aw a rd s .
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Enrollment numbers are higher than last year’s
By  K ayce G reen /  N ews R eporter
If everyone at the H igh School College Relations office 
seem s h ap p ie r than  usual, it could  be because enrollm ent 
num bers are up.
A ccording to d irec to r T odd Boyd, application  num bers 
for 1998 are the sam e as last year's. H ow ever, the curren t 
enro llm ent num b ers are up  by 90 s tu d en ts  from  this time last 
year.
The u p w a rd  tren d  s ta rted  w ith  S o u th w este rn 's  first 
enro llm ent clinic. Tw elve m ore freshm en enrolled  in this 
year's  first clinic than  in 1997.
O n the second enro llm en t date, the gap betw een  last year 
and  this year increased even m ore. In 1997, only 88 s tuden ts  
enrolled, b u t this year 180 s tu d en ts  enrolled.
Boyd said the num b ers look as if they will hold  for the 
th ird  enro llm ent clinic, w hich  will be held today.
The final n u m b er of enro lled  freshm an in 1997 w as 111. 
This year's  total, no t including  the th ird  clinic, is a lready  105.
"These num b ers d o n 't  include o u r re tu rn in g  studen ts,"  
Boyd said.
R eturn ing  s tu d en ts  are perm itted  to skip the enro llm ent 
clinics and  pre-enroll. Boyd said several re tu rn ing  studen ts  
have a lready  taken advan tage  of this bonus.
Boyd credits several factors for the enro llm ent increase 
w ith  one key factor being m ore scholarsh ip  m oney.
"This year S outhw estern  ex tended  200 new  scholarships 
to first tim e freshm en," Boyd said. "These scholarships range 
from four year full ride scholarsh ips to S400 room  w aivers. 
All 650 s tu d en ts  w ho app lied  have received som ething."
Boyd said the 60 responses to the room  w aiver look very 
positive. Fiftv-six said yes and  only four said no.
A n o th er factor Boyd believes has helped  en ro llm en t 
num bers are changes in the orien ta tion  process.
All first tim e freshm en m ust attend  an orientation program  
to get acquain ted  w ith  Southw estern . Recently, the process 
w as changed , hop ing  to m ake it m ore fun and  interesting.
"The new  orien ta tion  leaders are so positive ," Boyd said. 
"They are p ro u d  of S ou thw estern  and  they w an t to b ind  their 
s tu d en ts  to their school so m uch."
He said o rien ta tion  helps s tu d en ts  now  as w ell as later. It 
cuts dow n  on the tu rn o v er rate of freshm en, and  as the 
stu d en ts  get m ore involved, they  feel a need  to stay  at 
Southw estern .
"The feedback on o rien ta tion  has been positive ," Boyd 
added . "Paren ts and  s tu d en ts  w ho  go th rough  the process 
are really p leased ."
Take Notices
• The dead line  for the tu ition  w aiver scho larsh ip  
application is M ay 1. All continu ing  studen ts are allow ed 
to app ly  for the w aiver.
• S tu d e n ts  at th e  S ay re  c a m p u s  a re  re m in d e d  
applications for the radiologic technology p ro g ram  are 
due  tom orrow .
• The them e for hom ecom ing  1998 will be "Year of the 
D aw g." This year there will be a hom ecom ing  king. 
C ontact hom ecom ing chair Kay Robinson for m ore 
inform ation at 774-0615.
Correction
In the April 22 issue of The S ou thw estern , re tiring  
professor Dr. Gary Tom pkins w as incorrectly  identified  
as an  a ss is ta n t p ro fe sso r of the  p o litica l science 
departm ent. Tom pkins is actually an associate professor.
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Areyou prepared?
B y T a s c h a  L avvles/  N ews R eporter
S tudent teachers re tu rn  to cam pus M ay 1 after spending  
12 weeks observing, in teracting and teaching children in the 
public school system  across w estern  Oklahom a.
The next step prospective educators face is the Experienced 
Based Teacher Evaluation, a questionnaire used by the school 
of education w hich is designed  to p reven t s tuden ts from 
entering  the w orkplace unprepared .
"N ow  that they have com pleted  their s tu d en t teaching 
they will take the self-assessm ent questionnaire and  go 
th ro u g h  the in te rv iew  p ro cess ,"  said  V icky G illiland , 
coord inator of field experiences in the School of Education. 
The assessm ents determ ine strengths and w eaknesses of the 
School of Education.
T he se lf -a s s e s s m e n t q u e s t io n n a ire  a n d  in te rv ie w  
p ro c ess  b e g in s  a t 8:45 a .m . M ay 4 in  the  S tu d e n t U n io n  
b a llro o m .
R etu rn in g  s tu d e n t teachers w ill be in fo rm ed  ab o u t 
becom ing  alum ni, residency  p ro g ram s th a t are  available , 
g ra d u a te  school an d  p lacem en t u p o n  g rad u atio n .
G illiland  said  the se lf-assessm ent q u estio n n a ire  lets 
s tu d en ts  ra te  their ow n level of p rep ara tio n  and  their 
confidence in their ab ility  to perfo rm  in the teaching  
profession.
The rating system  uses a scale from  one to five, w ith  a 
response of one being low est and five being highest.
"The purpose of the questionnaire is to find ou t w hat the 
School of E ducation is doing w rong  and  fix it," G illiland said.
T ake Notice
Students p lann ing  to g raduate  in M ay 1998 (also fall 
1997 graduates) m ust have all business office holds 
cleared before they can receive their diplom as.
Bulldog Bucks
American Public Works A ssociation Scholarship
C riteria: A p p lican ts  m u st be O k lahom a re s id en ts  
enrolled in a degree p rog ram  as p rep ara tio n  for a career 
in public w orks or a d ep en d en t of a public w orks 
em ployee. M ust be enrolled  full-tim e (12 cred it hours). 
N o m in im um  GPA or A C T /SA T  scores are required . 
A w ard: $588 
Deadline: M ay 31, 1998
Cherokee Strip Historical Society
Criteria: A pplicants m ust be sophom ore level or h igher 
and  m ust be either a g rad u ate  of a N oble C ounty  h igh  
school or m ust have resided  in N oble C ounty  for at least 
three years. Priority  is given to app lican ts m ajoring in 
history, geography or related  fields.
A w ard: $500 
Deadline: June 1,1998
A pplications are available in S tudent Financial Services, 
224 Stafford.
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W elcome to the Jun gle
Senior Shea Broadus gets ready to 
take her pet snake Abigail for a walk.
By C heryl W a g ner / S taff W riter________
'I'm probably the only 
person in the world who 
can say my cat ate my 
dog.' -Serena Tally
You m ight ask w hat Shea Broadus, a senior com m unication 
arts major, and Serena Tally, a freshm an graphic design 
major, have in com m on? Their fields are different. Years 
separate their grades.
And neither has one of the top three m ost com m on pets.
A national study  lists the m ost com m on pets as fish, dogs 
and cats in that order. Broadus has two snakes and Tally has 
a tiger—not as com m on bu t just as loved by their ow ners as 
"Rover" is by the average.
For both Broadus and Tally, their interest in their unusual 
pets began at an early age.
"Ever since I was little," Broadus said, "I have always tried 
to catch snakes. The ones I did m anage to catch were small ring- 
neck snakes, bullsnakes, one rat snake and one hognose snake. 
I tried to keep some captive, but I usually let them go or they 
would escape.
Broadus has only two snakes now. Abigail, an albino 
Burmese python  and a ball python nam ed Seriha, which 
m eans "tiger killer." She is otherw ise know n as Baby.
Abigail was rescued from a kid who had her in a 10-gallon 
aquarium  at one and a half years old.
"She is now five years old, and a 100 gallon aquarium  is 
almost too small," Broadus said.
Abigail is nearly nine feet long and still growing. Female 
pythons can grow up to 18 feet.
"Abigail eats a small rabbit or sometimes three or four rats," 
Broadus said. "Burmese pythons have a tendency to get 
overweight, so I take her out of her tank once a week. In the 
sum m er I let her crawl around in the grass. She is not used to the 
grass and it tickles her stomach. When she can't go outside, she 
does a few laps around the kitchen.
"She seems to enjoy climbing in the cabinet and such," 
Broadus said. "I have to watch her closely so she doesn't get into
anything. I lost 
Baby for tw o 
m o n th s  once. 
Other than that I 




people touch and 
hold them so they will realize not all snakes are bad. At first 
people are appalled at even touching a snake, then they 
breakdown and touch them. After the touch they often want to 
hold the snakes, and it just escalates from there," Broadus said.
Broadus's love of her snakes is no greater than the love Tally 
has for her tiger. The differences come in the way they spend 
time with their pets.
Tally s tiger is a five-year-old Bengal nam ed Tigger. He
joined the family w hen he was only eight w eeks old, and  he has 
become an integral part of their lives.
"Tigger is eleventh generation tam e," Tally said. "Tigers get 
their personalities between birth and 12 weeks of age. And a cat 
that has been handled from the time he is bom  until the time he 
gets his personality is a m uch better cat. Tigger w asn 't handled 
until he was eight weeks old. He is more a one person cat, and is 
David's [my stepfather] 
cat. To Tigger, he is 
"Mother."
When Tigger was iittle, 
he lived in the house like 
any ordinary house cat.
He went for walks in the 
yard, while a tether line 
across the back yard  
allowed him to run.
"He was so cute and 
like a great big puppy 
dog," Tally said, "but 
th ere  is a lot of 
responsib ility . W hen 
they are a baby, you 
never let them growl. If 
you do, when they get 
older growling brings 
out the aggressiveness 
of the cat," she said.
"The first w ay we 
stopped  T igger from 
g ro w lin g  w as by 
spraying w ater in his 
face.
" W henhe got to where he liked the water, M om was resourceful 
and found that switching the vacuum  cleaner on would stop 
him," Tally said. "W hen the vacuum  was switched on to discipline 
him  he would run and hide under the bed. W hen he got too big 
to hide under the bed, he w ould just get on the bed."
It lasted about three months. When he started knocking furniture 
over, he was banished from the house and into the garage.
"He was on a chain that was fastened to a motor, but then he 
got big enough to d rag the m otor around. That is when he was put 
in a cage," Tally said.
Tigger has never been an aggressive cat, although he can no 
longer be considered gentle.
Tigger loves to play. They are a lot like house cats, just 600 
pounds heavier," Tally said. " He is getting powerful enough to 
hurt someone, not deliberately, but there is just so m uch power.
"W hen he was small we played chase and hide and seek. He 
liked to play with socks and shoes. We had a small dog that he 
played with, too. They got along, but she decided she would steal 
food from him. One time he hit her, and it was a little too hard. It
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killed her. He w as just playing, bu t after he broke her neck, I guess 
he decided she w asn 't going to play, so he ate her," Tally said.
Friends sometimes bring by what is left from a deer after hunting 
or fresh kill from the interstate. If it isn't fresh, Tigger won't eat it.
"C anned cat food w as one of the first foods Tigger tried," 
Tally said, "b u t he w o u ld n 't touch it. We fed him  ground  beef 
until his teeth cam e in good. Then he was fed chicken necks 
because they are very h igh  in calcium. He ate chicken until just 
recently and  now  is fed beef by-products."
He eats abou t 20 p o u n d s a day, alm ost twice as m uch as zoos 
and circuses feed their cats. He d o esn 't look overw eight and
until he does he will probably  continue to be fed better than 
the average cat.
Big cats are not all fun. They have m oods just like people and 
other animals. A cat the size of Tigger can kill a yearling steer 
and jum p a 10-foot fence with the steer.
"I love Tigger, b u t I respect him . I d o n 't go in the cage now , 
and I w o u ld n 't recom m end anyone else go in," Tally said. 
She w asn 't speaking of David, w ho still en ters the cage to 
play w ith the cat.
"David was in the cage playing and Tigger slapped him. He 
was just playing, but David fell back against the fence. He doubled 
up his fist and when he bounced off the 
chain link he punched Tigger and landed 
on him and Tigger laughed at him."
But not all of David's playful times 
with Tigger have let him  walk away 
uninjured. David has recieved bum ps, 
bruises and a dislocated shoulder from 
play times w ith the cat.
As the pets of both Broadus and 
Tally continue to grow , so do their plans 
to accom m odate them.
Broadus will need a larger tanks and 
better access to food for her snakes.
Tally's family is planning a new  hom e 
for Tigger. A com pound will give him 
rocks to climb, trees and a pond. His 
fem ale m ate  w ill a r r iv e  w h en  the 
com pound is ready.
Both Broadus and Tally agree that 
responsibility is a major factor in good 
pet care. It makes no difference w hat kind 
of anim al you have.
Freshm an Serena Tally  gives T igger a bath . "In the sum m er we put a horse 
trough  in  h is cage because he loves w ater and he plays in it," she said.
Wanted:  A few good owners
B y  T a s c h a  L a w le s s /S ta f f  R e p o r te r
"I have five days to live!"
That is the statem ent that "Mr. 
Dog", a Siberian husky, m ade from 
w ith in  h is  w ire  ca g e  a t th e  
W eatherford anim al shelter. He has 
only five w orking days before he will 
be p u t to sleep.
"Mr. Dog" isonlyoneof many animaLs 
that end up at the shelter.
A ccord ing  to D errick  Tadlock, 
supervisor and  anim al control officer, 
five to six d iffe re n t an im a ls  go 
th rough  the shelter a week.
"W e have a pre tty  good adoption 
rate," Tadlock said. "M ost adopters
are college students."
The adoption  process is very sim ple. 
A required  $60 deposit is held for six 
m onths. If, w ithin those six m onths, the 
an im al is sp ay ed  or n eu te red , the 
deposit is returned.
"Dr. H offm an, a local veterinarian, 
w orks w ith the shelter. He gives a 25 
percent d iscount on services to anyone 
w ho adopts a pet from the shelter," 
Tadlock said.
The anim al shelter currently  has a 
Siberian husky, a rottweiler, a Germ an 
shepherd , a Pom eranian mix and a few 
blue heeler mixes.
"W e m ostly catch dogs but m ost of 
the anim als in the shelter have been
brough t to us by their ow ners w ho 
do not w ant the responsibility  any 
m ore," Tadlock said. "They know  
that in five w orking days w e pu t 
them  to sleep."
Jake Ramey, anim al control officer, 
confesses that the five day  ru le  is 
som etim es ex tended  because of the 
dog or the shelter population.
"Some dogs have a better chance 
at getting adop ted  than  others, and 
we extend the ru le," Ram ey said. 
"There are times w hen the shelter is 
over-populated  and we have to abide 
by the five day  rule."
"W e will do  any th ing  to keep a 
dog alive," Tadlock said.
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Last of senior exhibitions on display now
By Shane Kerr/S ta ff  Writer
Staci H eadrick  and  Tami Deshiell, 
sen io r g rap h ic  desig n  m ajors from  
T urp in  and W eatherford, respectively, 
reveal a w ide variety of their artistic 
ta len t s ta r t in g  to d ay  an d  ru n n in g  
through M ay 6 in the m ain gallery of the 
A rt Building.
The duo  will d isplay  a variety  of art 
ranging from  oil paintings to designs. 
O pening n ight will be from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. M ay 1.
Graphic design m ajors p u t together 
a total package of illustrations, text and 
pho tography to appeal to the eye of the 
consum er, H eadrick said.
Deshiell defines graphic design as a 
"m ix in g  of m y o w n  c re a tio n s  
incorporated w ith com puter aid."
A c c o rd in g  to  H e a d r ic k , fe llow  
studen ts act as if being a graphic design
m ajor is a "w alk through the park."
"I have to earn an A; it is no t just 
given to m e," she said.
Time is an im portan t factor for the 
tw o graphic designers. Deshiell has 
quite a chore finding tim e for art w ork 
w ith  a full time job and four children to 
tend to, and H eadrick has spent long 
hours in the com puter lab m aking sure 
her projects m et her perfectionist needs.
"I have spent all n igh t long w orking 
in the lab," H eadrick said.
The tw o artists ' background in art 
vary as m uch as their w orks do.
D esh ie ll w as  fo rced  b y  fam ily  
m em bers to do portraits at age 16.
O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , H e a d r ic k  
"postponed  recess to m ake sure all the 
crayons strokes w ere inside the lines."
B oth h o p e  to  w o rk  fo r an  
advertism ent agency to gain valuable 
experience in com m ercial design.
What's 
Going On
U p c o m in g  C a m p u s  E v e n ts
Pre-Vet Club
The Pre-Vet Club will leave from  the 
O ld  Science b u ild in g  a t 7:30 p.m . 
M o n d ay  to v is it  the  W e a th e rfo rd  
H eartland  A nim al Clinic run  by Dr. 
M arilyn W olgom ott.
Com m unication Arts Banquet
The com m unication arts banquet is at 
6:30 p.m . Saturday  in the Conference 
Center. Tickets need to be purchased 
today in C am pbell 202 from  language 
arts secretary Jo Hill.
Summer School
Classes for the sum m er sem ester begin 
at 8 a.m. June 2. Offices will be open for 
en ro llm en t b eg in n in g  June 1. Late 
enrollm ent ends June 4.
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Men second at Garden City, look to WOSC
B y  M ik e  M a r t in /R o d e o  C o r r e s p o n d e n t
Preparations are underw ay for the final rodeo of the season. 
The Western Oklahom a State rodeo begins tom orrow  at Altus.
The team s com peted at Ft. H ays last w eekend, b u t results 
w ere no t available at press time.
The m en 's  team  placed second, bu t the w om en w ere shu t 
out at the G arden  City C om m unity  College rodeo.
S o u th w estern  sen t four cow boys to the sh o rt go in 
bull riding. Region leader Corey N avarre finished th ird  in the 
long go and  first in the average. In the short go, he had  the
lone qualified ride and  scored a 76.
M ike Visnieski, D usty  D rake and  D anny V arnedore also 
qualified for the sho rt go. V isnieski w on the long go w ith  an 
80-point ride.
Kyle C arlson team ed up w ith  P anhand le  S tate 's Billy 
Pillars to w in the average in team  roping.
C lark Dees and  Davey Shields both  qualified  for the short 
go in bareback riding. They split fourth  in the sho rt go.
Jerom e Schneeberger w on the short go and  th ird  in the 
average in calf roping. Jerem y H ennigh  placed second in the 
long go and  th ird  in the average and  Ty M assey got second 
in the short go, sp litting  th ird  and  fourth  in the average.
Only tw o Southw estern  cow girls qualified  for the short 
go. M ary A nn Barrow sp lit th ird  and  fourth  in the long go of 
goat tying and  placed fourth  in the average.
Sonya Shields m ade it back to the short go in barrel racing 
bu t her times w ere too high to place her in the points. Shields 
currently  sits in fifth place in the region stand ings in barrel 
racing.
The w om en continue to hold  a com m anding  lead over 
PSU's cow girls in region s tand ings for the top spot. The m en 
are second behind  PSU.
Four named AII-LSC
Golfers ranked fourth  nationally
Southw estern  golfers Kala Freem an, M elanie Folsom 
and Rachel Preble-Poole w ere all nam ed to the 1998 
Lone Star All-Conference first team. H ead golf coach 
Cecil Perkins w as nam ed  LSC w om en 's golf coach of the 
year.
The trio  of Freem an, Folsom and  Preble-Poole led 
Southw estern  to the 1998 LSC cham pionship  title. The 
team  is ranked  fourth  in the latest national poll.
Freem an shot rounds of 79-80 to take the m edalist 
title by one stroke over N ortheastern 's  Tori M aloukis in 
the LSC tournam ent April 20-21. Folsom finished fourth 
w ith a 79-83 and  Preble-Poole shot 82-84.
O ther Southw estern  scores w ere C hristina Gage, 88- 
92; Janie Cooke, 92-93; and  Lindsey H arrison 91-94.
Southw estern  shot 667 as a team  at the tourney. 
N ortheastern  followed four strokes back w ith a 671. 
West Texas A&M placed th ird , 49 strokes ou t of first.
Their next action will be the NALA national tourney 




Long-time head baseball coach Larry Geurkink has decided 
to retire after the curren t baseball season. He is currently  in 
his 22nd season at Southw estern.
G eurkink recently w on his 600th gam e and has a 600-518 
record du rin g  his Bulldog tenure. C om bined w ith his 11 
years of coaching at Edm ond, S troud and Putnam  City 
Schools, G eurkink has a career coaching record of 813-626 in 
33 years of coaching.
He started  his Southw estern  career in 1977 and was nam ed 
OIC Coach of the Year that season. G eurkink also won the 
aw ard  in 1992. He was nam ed NAIA District 9 Coach of the 
Year in 1984,1987 and 1992. He was also selected as the 1992 
NAIA Area D iam ond S ports/A m erican  Baseball Coaches 
A ssociation Coach of the Year.
He is only the fourth baseball coach in the history of 
Southw estern. His 1998 Bulldogs are 24-24 overall and in 
third place in the Lone Star Conference standings.
At press time, the team  was scheduled  to com pete in a six- 
team  NAIA north  sectional tou rnam en t in D uran t today 
through  Saturday.
The w inner of the tourney  will advance to the NAIA 
Southw est Regional T ournam ent M ay 5-8 in M ississippi.
Southw estern 's regular season baseball gam es against 
N orthw estern  for yesterday w ere cancelled.
Teams partic ipating  in the sectional tourney  along w ith 
Southw estern are N orthw estern , East C entral, U niversity  of 
Science and Arts of O klahom a, College of the Southw est, 
NM., and host Southeastern.
Take Notice
C uster C ounty gam e w arden  Jam es E dw ards is 
looking for volunteers, biology d ep artm en t sponsor 
Dr. Peter G rant said.
The volunteers are needed  to help w ith a fishing 
clinic for H eadstart children ages 4-6. The clinic will be 
at 9 a.m. M ay 7 in Clinton.
A nyone intersted in vo lunteering  m ay call E dw ards 
at (580)661-3111.
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B o o k  R e v ie w
W a it T ill N e x t Y e a r
Tire Arizona D iam ondbacks' new  Bank One Ballpark 
boasts a sw im m ing pool and hot tub for spectators to rent 
during  ball games. Analysts of Am erica's game predict the 
1998 average salary per player to be $1.5 million.
A nd H arry Carey is dead.
To some, baseball just isn 't w hat it used to be. So for the 
disenchanted fan, Simon & Schuster presents Doris Kearns 
Goodwin's Wait Till Next Year, a memoir of her years as a 
Brooklyn Dodger fan and a New York Time's 10-week Bestseller.
G oodw in cheered her team  through failures and an 
eventual W orld Series trium ph as Jackie Robinson, Roy 
Cam panella, Pee Wee Reese and Don Newcom be m ade 
baseball history. The au thor also recounts her, as well as tire 
rest of Brooklyn's, bitter betrayal by Dodgers ow ner W alter 
F. O 'M alley w hen he m oved the team west to Los Angeles.
G oodw in covers a great deal of ground in her biography. 
Besides pennant races and W orld Series attem pts, the au thor's 
childhood was peppered w ith polio scares, McCarthyism, 
racism in M ontgomery, Alabama, and atomic bom b drills. A
resident of a suburb on the South Shore of Long Island, N ew  
York, Goodwin recreates her neighborhood, including friends, 
family and local m erchants, and records w ho supported  
which baseball team. Though a sweet story of grow ing up  in 
the United States in the 1940s and 50s, som etim es G oodw in 's 
tale seems a little sugarcoated, tinged only by  the w orry of her 
m other's weak heart.
G oodw in 's real talent lies in capturing the m agic of a game 
gone by and in her justifying the support of a team  that had 
not w on a W orld Series "since the daw n of time." Goodwin 
remem bers the joy and trium ph only a true fan experiences 
when her team  finally wins the Big One w ith her recollection 
of the D odger's 1955 W orld Series win. In fact, Goodwin, a 
historian by trade, has w ritten several biographies of past 
presidents including Kennedy, Johnson and FDR. H istory 
buffs w ho enjoyed those works will appreciate Wait Till 
Next Year for the w ay G oodw in sets the historic events of the 
mid-20th Century. Baseball fans will enjoy Goodwin's effort 
because it reminds them of why they ever enjoyed baseball at all.
Incidentally, G oodw in became disenchanted with baseball 
after O 'M alley (whom  she com pares to Judas Iscariot) took 
the team to LA. It was no t until several decades, a husband 
and three sons later that G oodw in rediscovered her love of 
the sport in a her new  team - the Boston Red Sox. 
_________________________________________ -Kayce Green

